A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
King's uncle.   Rufus mastered it with the help of large English
levies, who followed him willingly.   He was thus secure on his
throne, but so long as Lanfranc lived he stood in such awe of
the old man that he did nothing extravagant.   There was one
significant incident at that moment.   The Bishop of Durham,
who had rebelled, was summoned to the King's court to be
tried, and pleaded, in the new reforming spirit of the Church,
that no lay court could try a bishop; and Rufus allowed him
to cross the Channel, as though fie were about to appeal to
Rome.   On May 28, 1089, Lanfranc died, and the worst of
Rufus's character came out, as also the strong political side of
it.   He began to be extortionate, he used brutal ministers, and
his personal vices and those he tolerated at his court became
more conspicuous.   But he laid the foundations of increased
political power.   He restored the Bishop of Durham to his
bishopric, used him to help repel a Scottish invasion, and had
renewed to him the oath of fealty which the King of Scots
had already given to his father.   He occupied Carlisle and
garrisoned it, and the border was fixed very much where it
is to-day.
The Dispute of the Investitures.   The better organized
powers of the Papacy and the strong tide of reform strengthening
the Church for the last lifetime had caused to rise upon the
Continent the great quarrel of the investitures,   But it had not
as yet affected England.   When a bishop was appointed he had
hitherto—that is, for some generations past—been confirmed
in his office by the king*   It was in practice the king who
made the bishop.   But it had always been maintained in the
original spirit of the Christian Church that the office of bishop
was independent of the lay power, and only the ecclesiastical
power (which now meant in practice the Pope) could grant inves-
titure to the spiritual office.   The Papacy stood out for the
full right of investiture, denying that the lay power—that is,
the Emperor or the King—had the right to make a bishop.
The ceremony of making a bishop involved the symbols of the
ring and the staff, and the Papacy claimed that the giving of
those symbols should be in Church hands.   Hitherto the main
quarrel had only been between the Pope and the Emperor in
this matter—that is, between the Pope and the ruler who was
ultimately superior over all the Germanics and most of Italy.
William the Conqueror had not been troubled by the quarrel,
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